KARABUK UNIVERSITY

Department of English Language and Literature

ELIT214 BRITISH CULTURAL HISTORY
Course Syllabus

	Dr. Pelin Gölcük Mirza
	Office Hours: Tuesday: 14.00-16.00

	Lecture Time:  
Friday 12:10 – 14:30  ILH-D5
	E-mail Address: pelinmirza@karabuk.edu.tr


Course Description:
This course aims to make a survey of British history and literature from prehistoric times to the present. The historical context of the early ages, medieval times, the Renaissance and the seventeenth century will be examined and related to the literature of each period along with social, political and cultural developments. Besides, through presentations, students will gain a broader perspective on law, education, politics, sports, population, and economy in Britain. This interdisciplinary approach ensures a comprehensive understanding of the intricate relationship between culture and history as well as culture and literature. 
Primary Course textbook:
McDowall, David. An Illustrated History of Britain. Longman, 1989.

The Secondary textbook for presentations

Oakland, John. British Civilization: An Introduction. Routledge, 2006

Tentative Weekly Schedule
	Week
	Subject
	Reading 

	1
	General Introduction
	Course Overview

	2
	Introduction to Britain
	https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofBritain/The-UK-Great-Britain-Whats-the-Difference/

	3
	Pre-historic times, the Celts and the Romans, Saxon Invasion
	Coursebook Chapters 1-2

	4
	The Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings

• The First Englishmen

• Conversion to Christianity

• Growth of Towns
	Coursebook Chapters 2-3

	5
	Britain in the Middle Ages & Feudalism,

Presentations 


	Coursebook Chapters 4-5


	6
	Political developments in the Middle Ages and historical events: Magna Carta, Black Death, Hundred Years’ War, Peasants’ Revolt, 

Presentations
	 Coursebook Chapters 5-6

	7
	The Late Middle Ages, Presentations
	 Coursebook Chapters 7-9

	8
	Mid-term Exam
	No class

	9
	The Renaissance, Humanism, the Reformation, Tudors,

Presentations
	Coursebook Chapters 10-12

	10
	The Stuarts & the Neoclassical Period

Presentations
	Coursebook Chapters 13-15

	11
	The Eighteenth century 

Presentations
	Coursebook Chapters 16-18

	12
	The Nineteenth Century 

· Roads and Railways & Urbanisation

· Reforms of Factories and Mines (Labour and Capital)

Presentations
	Coursebook Chapters 19-21

	13
	The Twentieth Century 

· The First World War

· Irish War of Independence

· Gender & Suffrage

Presentations
	Coursebook Chapters 22-23

	14
	The Second World War, Decolonization

 Presentations
	Coursebook Chapters 22-23

	15
	Revision
	 Revision


Grading policy

	Presentations
	10 pts (to be added to final results)

	Mid-term
	%40

	Final Exam
	%60


Requirements
Students are expected not only to come to classes regularly and on time with their necessary documents but also to read beforehand the relevant documents, since this course will be partly in a form of classroom discussions after some weeks. The instruction language is English, and the use of any other languages shall not be allowed. No assigned works such as class activity, homework, term work and so on will be accepted after the stated deadline.

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is the act of stealing somebody’s work or idea and then of trying to pass it off as original. This is an offence and crime requiring the punishment not only across the world but also at KBU. If the student takes or summarizes someone’s written works or ideas, s/he must give the full citation in her/his assignment. 
Attendance policy:

Absence from lectures and tutorials shall not exceed 30%. Students who exceed the limits without excuse acceptable to and approved by the Dean of the relevant faculty shall not be allowed to take the final examination and shall receive a mark of zero for the course.
